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Calendar of Events
April 19  Thursday
1:30 pm       Kite  flying, spring poetry penning, and kite cake 
consuming at the library.  Bring a kite or use one of ours.  

April 20  Friday
7 p.m.  All welcome to a Historical Society-sponsored slide 
show on the history of Camp Caravan.  Pot luck supper pre-
ceeding at 6:30.  Free.

April 22    Sunday      Earth Day
Lyrid Meteor Shower  in the pre-dawn hours.  Look to south-
ern skies for ten or so shooting stars an hour.

April 25  Wednesday
7 p.m.     LBS Team Trivia Night downstairs at the First Con-

gregational Church on the Common.   All welcome.  
Free fun . Desserts.   Contact Mary for more info 978-
249-2598. 

April 27   Friday   Arbor Day
7:00 p.m.   Allen Young will read from his new book,  
Left, Gay & Green: A Writer’s Life at the library.  
Books available for purchase.  Refreshments. 

April 28  Saturday
9 a.m. - noon     Roadside clean up.  Pick up litter 
on your street. Bag it. Bring it to the transfer station 
for free disposal.  Charlie Scribner has provided moti-
vation, trash bags, gloves and hot dogs for participants 
for decades. 

10 - 1     Open House to explore the New Village 
School construction at 253 S. Royalston Rd at Camp 
Caravan.

7 - 10 pm Blues. Rock. Party. at Town Hall. 
tix $10, call Deb Nunes 978-249-4000.  

April 29  Sunday
8:58 p.m. Full Pink Moon

Save the date:
May 1  Thursday
9 am The Village School will host an old-fash-
ioned May Day Celebration.  The public is invited.  
Children can join in the May pole weaving and danc-
ing.  

April 1  Sunday   Easter

April 2  Monday 
 10 a.m.,- 8 p.m. Polls open for Town Election
Precinct 1 – Town Hall, 13 The Common
Precinct 2 – Whitney Hall, 5 School St.

April 6  Friday
7 - 10 pm Open Mic at Town Hall.  Free admisson for lo-
cal music and comradery.  Light super as well as baked goods,   tea 
and coffee for sale.  Sponsored by the cultural council.  

April 15  Sunday
9:57 p.m.  New Pink Moon
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Select Board Notes
Christine Long, Chair
Voters at last month’s special town meeting approved the Acceler-
ated Repair Program proposed for Athol-Royalston High School 
– a new roof, oil burner, exterior doors and windows expected to 
significantly extend the life of the building. 

The project has already been approved by the Massachusetts 
School Building Authority, which will pick up almost 80 percent 
of the $10 million cost. That leaves $2.4 million for the towns; 
Royalston plans to make its payments on a 20-year bond via the 
regular budget, but Athol made its approval contingent on a debt 
exclusion at its April 3 election.

If Athol voters do approve this funding, Royalston will be paying 
about $12,000 in FY20, declining to about $6,000 in FY40. (In the 
upcoming FY19 budget, we will pay about $4,000 toward a bridge 
loan to the full bond.)

Special town meeting also approved a new Capital Stabilization 
Fund and transferred $352,00 of free cash into this fund. Voters 
transferred the remaining $190,000 of free cash into the general 
Stabilization Fund.

Finally, special town meeting voters defeated a proposal to change 
the bylaw defining the make-up and role of the Capital Planning 
Committee, but did so with the understanding that it would be 
brought back at the annual town meeting on May 11.

The Select Board is this month and next working to finalize the 
warrant for  special town meeting, including the FY19 budget.

The Board regrets that we did not provide information about last 
month’s special town meeting in the March newsletter. Because 
of related mix-ups, our March news was a re-run of the February 
notes. The special town meeting was properly posted, however, 
and announced on the website (royalston-ma.gov). Voters are en-
couraged to visit there to check up on what various boards and 
committees are doing.

Board of Health Updates
Phil Leger, chair
Snow still about, so be careful when at RRATS. Watch when back-
ing up , especially for children. Please keep pets in the car. 

Ticks are here to stay, so check, check, check when going outside.
Flu still around. Not too late to get vaccine. 

Annual Town Election 
 Melanie Mangum, Town Clerk
Monday, April 2, 2018 – Polls open at 10 a.m., close at 8 p.m.
Precinct 1 – Town Hall, 13 The Common
Precinct 2 – Whitney Hall, 5 School St.

As of the date of this submission, the following offices and candi-
dates will appear on the ballot:
Selectman – 3 years – One candidate, Deborah J. D’Amico.  Linda 
Alger currently holds this seat and is not running for re-election.
Athol-Royalston Reg. School Comm. – Royalston seat – Three 
years - Carla B. Rabinowitz
Athol- Royalston Reg. School Comm. – Athol seats – Two, three-
year terms – Joao Baptista and Deborah Kuzmeskas;  One, one-
year term – Kenneth Vaidulas
Assessor – 1 year – Wade F. Harmon
Assessor – 3 years – No candidate
Board of Health – 3 years – Eugene W. Kolimaga
Board of Public Welfare – 1 year – No candidate
Board of Public Welfare – 3 years – Gary L. Winitzer
Cemetery Commission – 3 years – Roy A. Smith, Jr
Constable – 3 years – Roland G. Hamel
Library Trustee – 3 years – No candidate
Moderator – 3 years – George Northrop
Planning Board – 5 years – Thomas G. Musco
Planning Board – 3 years – No candidate
Sewer Commission – 3 years – Gary L. Winitzer
Tree Warden – 3 years – Larry Siegel
Trustees of the J.N. Bartlett Fund – Four, one-year terms – Roy A. 
Smith, Jr., Gary L. Winitzer – and no candidates for the remaining 
open 2 seats.

Dog Licensing - 2018
You are late
Remember to license your dogs!  The dead-
line to license dogs was March 31, 2018.  Bring a proof of rabies 
vaccination to the Town Clerk’s office at Whitney Hall – Mondays 
from 9-1 p.m. and 6p.m. – 8p.m.  Licenses are still just $6.00 for 
an altered dog, $10.00 for an unaltered dog.  

Winter Parking Ban continues through  April 30.  
On-street parking prohibited.

Got brush piles?  Burn Permits are available from the 
Fire and EMS Department through May 1st.  To get the required 
permit, go to Station #1 (4 Athol Rd)  on the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Mon-
days of the month from 7-9 pm,  On the day you intend to burn, call 
the non-emergency number (978-249-8138 ) and listen to 
the message to be sure that daily conditions are appro-
priate for burning.  Then leave a message as instructed, 
including your address and permit number.    

“Bird Feeders can become Bear Feeders in April”
    Jon Hardie
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Royalston Emergency Management Director 
Jim Barclay  , e-mail ema@royalston-ma.gov or 978-249-2904
If you are among Royalston’s well-prepared citizens, last autumn 
you prepared for whatever a New England winter would send our 
way. You made or reviewed your family emergency plan, consid-
ering specific needs in your household (like pets and necessary 
durable medical equipment), ensured the family communication 
list was up-to-date, and of course, put by plenty of sealed water 
and non-perishable foods to get through any power outages or situ-
ations that would involve sheltering in place. This month is a good 
time to RE-prepare!

Don’t let that water go to waste. Buy some new, sealed containers 
of water – a minimum of a gallon a day, per person, for three days 
– then rotate out the older water and use it up.  (It’s a lot easier to 
jockey jugs of water without snow and ice underfoot.) The three 
days of non-perishable foods?  Same deal. Catch the sales, buy 
some new, rotate out the old, and eat it up. Remove batteries to en-
sure they do not corrode in place, and replace with new ones – reuse 
batteries still alive for kids’ toys. Go through your first aid kit(s) and 
replace the bandaids, opened boo-boo ointment, pain relievers, and 
individually-sealed moist wipes (which are invariably dry wipes if 
not rotated out 
every so often).

RE-preparing 
now means 
you’re ready for 
whatever a New 
England spring 
and summer 
bring – which 
could be events 
that knock out 
power  or block 
roads so you 
can’t run out 
for your needs. 
Being prepared 
isn’t a state of 
being – it’s an 
on-going pro-
cess. Be Roy-
alston Ready – 
RE-prepare!

High winds snapped a dead tree, which in turn took down an elec-
tric pole in mid March.  Customers on Frye Hill lost power for 
about an hour.  
    photo Barclay

Write-in candidates for the Annual Town Election
Disclaimer:  The newsletter may not know everyone running a 
write-in campaign in Royalston this spring and certainly does not 
endorse candidates,  but these are the citizens who reached out to 
the RCN and asked to be included for voters’ condideration.  

Candidates for Library Trustee
Matt Valliere, 5 on the Common
Running for the open Trustee of the Library seat.
I am very grateful for our town library, which my family uses regu-
larly.  Please consider writing me in to serve as one of its Trustees.  
I have worked in historic preservation and for various non-profit 
causes.  Although fairly new to town, I hope to give back a little for 
the great gift the library is to the community and to us personally.  
Thanks very much!

My name is Jennifer Basso.  I am running for the open seat as a 
Library Trustee. I am very interested in being a trustee, as I love 
how much the library offers and gives back to our community. 
My family has always appreciated the different activities and ex-
periences the library makes available to our town.  I have served 
as Parent-Teacher Group President at the Royalston Community 
School and am very involved in my school community. I would 
love the opportunity to be a part of the Phinehas S. Newton Library 
Board of Trustees and look forward to contributing to our town. 
Thank you for your vote.

Cultural Council News
The season’s final Open Mic will be Friday, April 6th from 7-10 at 
the Town Hall.   Come enjoy great music, food, and friends.

Blues/Rock concert Saturday, April 28th, 7-10 pm at the Town 
Hall.  Featuring Point. Blank. Period., with area up and coming 
young musicians, including Royalston drummer Tyreece Younger.  
The Reprobates with long time favorite Charlie Scott, will be 
opening band.  Beer, wine, soda for sale; free snacks.

Space is limited so to reserve yours, call Deb Nunes at 978-249-
4000, or email dwellsnunes@aol.com.  Then pay at the door.
This is our biggest fundraiser so we can bring to you FREE our 
always awesome MusicFest, this year being held on Sunday, July 
8th from noon-5pm. 
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Phinehas S. Newton Library News
Kathy Morris, Library Director

Trustees: Jeffrey Mangum, Clarence Rabideau, Theresa Quinn
Mondays: 10:00 am- 8:30 pm. Thursdays 1:00pm - 5:00pm and 6:30 - 8:30pm

Saturdays: 9:00 am - 12 noon
978-249-3572  www.royalstonlibrary.org

   

Donations to the Friends- Thank you! 
Donations to the Friends
Rose and Richard Lawrence

Preschool Storytime
at the library

10 am each Monday
Stories, socializing, songs, snacks and crafts

Free

Call the library for more information

Yoga
Our relaxing, flexibility-enhancing, soothing, community-based 
yoga classes with Charlotte Wetzin continue each Tuesday at 7:00 
p.m. at the Town Hall.  Poses are adaptable for all levels and all 
ages.  This program is sponsored by the Friends of the Library and 
is free (with free-will donations accepted).  Come and try it out.Tax Forms

The library has Massachusetts tax forms and many of the U.S. tax 
forms.  If we don’t have the form, we will gladly print it for you.  
We just received a notice that the IRS is reviewing the Bipartisan 
Budget Act enacted on February 9, 2018 and some of the forms 
that were printed and distributed may require updating and thus 
you should check the IRS.gov site to determine if any updated 
versions of the tax forms are required. 

Art Exhibit
Gordon Morrison will have some new paintings in his exhibit at 
the library during April.  His watercolors and acrylics will have 
you examining them closely and everywhere you look there are 
more details.

Kite Flying, Kite Cake, and Kite Poems
Join perennial 
kite flier, Maureen 
Blasco, at 1:30 
p.m. for a fun after-
noon of kite flying 
and then eat some 
kite cake and write 
a poem about your 
kite flying.  If the 
weather doesn’t 
cooperate, we’ll 
still have the cake 
and poetry writing.  
Bring your own 
kite or use one the 
library provides.

Allen Young to Introduce His Memoir
On Friday, April 27th at 7:00 p.m. 
at the library, Allen Young will read 
from his new book,  Left, Gay & 
Green: A Writer’s Life, discuss writ-
ing, self-publishing, and his life in 
Royalston as well as  answer ques-
tions. Allen has lived in Royalston 
for over 40 years and was a long-
time correspondent for the Athol 
Daily News.  He has published 
three other books.  His book, North 
of Quabbin (Revisited) is about life 
in and around the region.   Refresh-
ments will be served.  Copies of his 
book will be available for purchase.
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DVDs:  
Blade Runner 2049, Blue Planet II, Call Me By Your Name, Coco (DVD & Bluray), Daddy’s Home 2, Darkest Hour, The Disaster Artist, 
Ferdinand , The Foreigner (DVD & Bluray), The Handmaid’s Tale Season 1, I, Tonya, Just Getting Started , Justice League , Lady Bird 
(DVD & Bluray), The Man Who Invented Christmas , Murder on the Orient Express (DVD & Bluray), The Shape of Water, The Star, 
Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri (DVD & Bluray), and Wonder (DVD & Bluray)

Some of the Unique Items You Can Borrow from the Library
Orion telescope – Our new telescope and stand are available to bor-
row by library card holders (in good standing) over the age of 18.  
State Parks Pass -   This pass is valid for free parking at State 
Parks across the Commonwealth and also allows you to bypass the 
lines waiting to pay for parking.  
Ice Cream Balls – Make some ice cream.  We have two ice cream 
balls that each make one quart of ice cream just by rolling them.

Children’s Fiction
Aki  The Weather Girls 
Banks, Kate Rumble Grumble… Hush 
Brown, Peter The Wild Robot Escapes
Cronin, Doreen Click, Clack Moo: I Love You!
Dean, James Pete the Cat and the Tip-Top Tree House
Diaz, Junot Islandborn
Flyte, Min Box
Gigot, Jami Seb and the Sun
Harper, Joel Frankie Finds the Blues 
Keller, Tae The Science of Breakable Things 
Lendroth, Susan Natsumi!
Morris, Richard Sheep 101
Paul, Baptiste The Field 
Reynolds, Peter Going Places 
Reynolds, Peter The Word Collector 
Tamaki, Jillian They Say Blue 
Willems, Mo A Busy Creature’s Day Eating

Adult Fiction
Berry, Steve  The Bishop’s Pawn 
Blum, Yoav  The Coincidence Makers 
Bohjalian, Chris   The Flight Attendant 
De los Santos, Marisa I’ll be Your Blue Sky 
Forna, Aminatta  Happiness 
Fox, Candice  Crimson Lake
Genova, Lisa  Every Note Played
Halpern, Sue          Summer Hours at the Robbers’ Library 
Hart, John  The Hush
Hendricks, Greer  The Wife Between Us 
Jones, Tayari  An American Marriage 
Leon, Donna  The Temptation of Forgiveness 
Lippman, Laura  Sunburn
Mamet, David  Chicago
Meltzer, Brad  The Escape Artist 
Quindlen, Anna  Alternate Side 
Slimani, Leila  The Perfect Nanny
Smith, Ali  How to Be Both 
Smith, Ali  Winter 
Vermette, Katherena  The Break 

Adult Non-Fiction
Clark, Francelia  Circle Around Monadnock
Ellison, Aaron  Carnivorous Plants
Glassley, William  A Wilder Time
Harris, Patricia  Historic New England 
Langlands, Alex  Craeft 
Zielinski, Eric  The Healing Power of Essential Oils

Young Adult Fiction/Non-Fiction
Adeyemi, Tomi  Children of Blood and Bone
Boothby, Ian  Sparks! 
Hartman, Rachel  Tess of the Road

Some of the new materials at your library

Children’s Nonfiction
Archer, Joe Plant, Cook, Eat! A Children’s Cookbook 
Cox, Lizzie  Girl Talk
Cox, Lizzie  Guy Talk
Eszterhas, Suzi  Baby Animals Moving
Gray, Karlin  An Extraordinary Ordinary Moth
Heos, Bridget  Just Like Us! Ants
Heos, Bridget  Just Like Us! Birds
Heos, Bridget  Telling Time
Krull, Kathleen  Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
Lewis, Aura  Gloria’s Voice 
Munro, Roxie  Rodent Rascals 
Murphy, Aunty Jo Welcome to Country 
Sanchez, Anita  Itch!
Valdez, Patricia  Joan Procter, Dragon Doctor 
Paul, Baptiste  The Field 
Reynolds, Peter  Going Places 
Reynolds, Peter  The Word Collector 
Tamaki, Jillian  They Say Blue 
Willems, Mo  A Busy Creature’s Day Eating

Audiobooks
Bartok, Mira  The Wonderling (juvenile)
Brown, Peter  The Wild Robot Escapes (juvenile)
Hart, John  The Hush 
Lippman, Laura  Sunburn

Digital Projector, Sound System, and Screen – You can have a 
movie night at home, show everyone your vacation photos, or 
practice your power point presentation with this equipment  It is 
compatible with a DVD player (which may also be borrowed) or 
a computer.
Folding Tables – We have two 6’ long folding tables that may be 
borrowed for that picnic or large dinner party.
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Royalston Historical Society

Roast beef suppers are being held monthly, typically third Satur-
days, at the Royalston Fish & Game Club. Tickets are $12 and 
provide family-style, all-you-can-eat bread and real butter, tossed 
salad, perfectly-cooked roast beef ranging from rare to well done, 
mashed potatoes, green beans, savory gravy, and a cup of ice cream 
with either chocolate or strawberry sauce for dessert.  Contact San-
dra Graf for tickets, 978-249-4281.

Royalston Fish and Game

Long before The Follies, The Village School Original Plays, the 
Royalston Shakespeare Co, and the WWII consientious objector’s  
productions, Royalston had its share of drama.  In this photo from 
1917, actors from Highland Farm, which later became Camp Car-
avan,  are putting on a pageant to mark Independence Day.  

What was once a farm became a place for girls without a home 
in the early years of the 20th century.  Later, it became a summer 
camp for children with physical disabilities.  The Village School 
has has just built its new campus on the site.  

To learn more about the rich history of this town institution, join 
the Historical Society for a free slide show and talk by Jon Rich-
ardson and Walt Thornton of the Millers River Educational Co-
operative at 7 pm, April 20 at Town Hall.  A pot luck proceeds at 
6:30.   All are welcome.   For information, please call president 
Peter Kraniak.   

New Building Progress Open House  
Saturday April 28  10-1
Come see the almost finished Village School building at 253 S. 
Royalston Rd. at Camp Caravan.  Meet staff, find out about class-
room arrangements, meet the builder and architects too.  

Ladies’ Benevolent Society 
 Trivia Night
Contact President Laurie Deveneau at 978-249-5807, lmdeve-
neau@msn.com, or Secretary Pat Worth at 978-249-2722, green-
fyre1@gmail.com
The Ladies’ B. meets next April 25, 7 p.m. in the First Congre-
gational Church’s Fellowship Hall. “With a Little Help from My 
Friends,” Team Trivia Night, is open to non-members – yes, men, 
too! For some friendly competition and light refreshments, please 
RSVP marycbarclay1@gmail.com or 978-249-2598.

Amanda Putney Memorial Horse Show
The fifth annual Amanda Putney Memorial Horse Show takes 
place Sunday, June 3, 9 a.m. – 6 p.m., at the Cheshire Fair Grounds 
in Swanzey, New Hampshire.  Donations of goods for raffles and 
auctions are always welcome, and your attendance helps support 
young riders with expenses involved with showing, tournaments, 
conferences, and education – a mission of Amanda’s, in her all-to-
short life.  Show sponsor, the MA Quarter Horse Youth Associa-
tion is also holding their Novice/Open Breed Show that weekend 
– One place, two great shows! Check out the “Amanda Putney 
Memorial Horse Show” Facebook page.

Sophie’s Mission, now based in Roy-
alston, is a no cost mobile pet food and 
pet supply pantry.  The group is mobile 
and delivers to clients and also picks 
up donations.  It is a 501c3, registered 
with the state of Massachusetts and the 
IRS formed in 2016.  

Formerly based in Leominster, this ser-
vice organization is run by the Brodeur 

family , who moved to Royalston in August (and says they “love 
it here by the way”).  
 
Sophie’s Mission delivers pet food and supplies, mainly in cen-
tral Massachusetts but  will deliver wherever there is a pet in 
need (within reason).  It also works  with a lot of local shelters 
like North Quabbin Animal Control, Ahimsa Haven in Winchen-
don and Templeton, Gardner Animal Control and many others.  
If someone is in need,  make contact  via phone, website, Face-
book or other social media.  Next,  fill out an application  and 
then  a set up a delivery.  It is that easy.  

This organization raises money all year long and also receive 
donations of items from many sources.   

To fill out an application for assistance, to donate, or to get more 
information, please contact Dan at 978-729-9111. or go to www.
sophiesmission.org

Sophie’s Mission Pet Food 
and Pet Supply Pantry



        Royalston Community Newsletter April 2018 Page 7

Congregational Churches News
PLEASE COME JOIN US
First Congregational Church of Royalston (FCCR)
15 On the Common
Service starts – 11:00 with Pastor Tim Oja
Fellowship and luncheon will be served after service

Monday – 7:00 p.m. – worship with us in prayer
Thursday – 7:00 p.m. – women’s Bible study

Second Congregational Church of Royalston (SCCR)
3 School Street
Service starts at 9:00 a.m. with Pastor Tim Oja
Fellowship and refreshments are served after service

Activity held at church
Wednesday – 7:00 p.m. Bible study with Pastor Tim Oja

Marion’s Food Pantry
Roman’s 13:8 Love your neighbor as yourself.
The Congregational churches of Royalston are opening 
a food pantry.  The Marion’s Food Pantry is intended to 
help families get through a rough patch.  These emergen-
cy supplies can be accessed at 3 On the Common.  Please 
call Debbie – 978-895-3505.

Gertrude “Gert” “Trudy” Maria (Kirkman) Parnanen, 
90, of South Royalston, died Tuesday, 
February 27, at the Highlands, after an 
illness.

Trudy was born November 15, 1927, 
on a farm in South Royalston, daugh-
ter of the Finnish immigrants John 
and Lydia (Jarvenpaa) Kirkman. She 
attended S. Royalston Elementary 
School and Templeton High School. 
Following her marriage, she lived in 
Westminster for 11 years in the home 
she and her husband built before mov-
ing to Manchester, NH, where they 
lived for six years. They moved back to South Royalston in 1966. In 1960, 
Trudy and her husband built a cottage on Ledge Pond in Sunapee, NH and 
enjoyed many happy hours there for 25 years.

She was an active member of the Second Congregational Church of South 
Royalston, serving in the past as deaconess, trustee, treasurer, and flower com-
mittee. She enjoyed the outdoors and gardening. Trudy was an excellent cook.

Her husband of 50 years, William Parnanen, died in 1998. She was also 
predeceased by her son, David Parnanen in 1988, four brothers, Waino, 
Veikko, Wayne, and Ralph Kirkman, and her sister, Lillie Dobson. She 
leaves her daughter, Lillie K. LeBlanc and her husband, Michael of South 
Acworth, NH; her son, Ralph Parnanen of Orange; six grandchildren; two 
great grandchildren; her daughter-in-law, Lisa Parnanen; several nieces, 
nephews, and many dear friends.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Second Con-
gregational Church, Attn: Treasurer, 3 School St., S. Royalston, MA 01368.

Robert D. Barry, 83, of 11 Stone Road, died peace-
fully Thursday evening, February 8, 2018 at his resi-
dence, with his family at his side.

 He was born in Holden, Massachusetts on June 8, 1934, 
son of William Greenough and Elizabeth Barry,  He 
grew up in Worcester then lived in Royalston, Rutland, 
Florida and North Carolina.  Bob returned to Royalston 
to live two years ago.

For over 35 years, Bob worked as a truck driver for 
Rand-Whitney until his retirement.  His hobbies were 
fishing, gold mining when he lived in North Carolina 
and raising many types of birds when residing in Flor-
ida.

 He leaves a son, Keven R. Barry and his wife Karan D. 
of Royalston; two grandchildren, Jason Barry of Roy-
alston and Matthiew Barry of Athol and a great grand-
child Paige Barry.  He also leaves his dog and compan-
ion, Hobo.

 Memorial donations may be made to GVNA Hos-
pice, 34 Pearly Lane, Gardner, MA 01440 or to Catho-
lic Charities Worcester County, 12 Riverbend Street, 
Athol, MA 01331.

Democrats Write Postcards
For Arizona Candidate
Members of the Royalston Town Democratic Committee, under the leader-
ship of its new chair, Ruth Suyenaga, recently met at her home for a post-
card writing session.

Ruth had made contact with a Democratic activist in Lunenburg and learned 
about the “Postcards to Voters” program, and the local committee decided to 
participate.  Postcards to Voters are “friendly, handwritten reminders from 
volunteers to targeted voters giving Democrats a winning edge in close, key 
races coast to coast.”

At the recent session, seven people worked on the campaign for a special 
election to fill a vacant seat in the U.S. Congress from a majority Repub-
lican district in Arizona. Ruth had been given a list of addresses. For pri-
vacy reasons, the cards were signed first name only and addressed simply 
to “voter.” Using information provided by people involved in the Arizona 
race, the Royalston volunteers wrote the cards urging support for progres-
sive candidate Hiral Tipirneni, MD, an emergency room physician and can-
cer researcher who came to the US from India at age 3 with her family.

Ruth said committee members may write postcards for other campaigns 
and also participate in other efforts to help Democrats in key races, using 
phone banks and texting.
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Community School Calendar

What’s happening at the Village School?
     Wednesday , April 4   at 7:00 p.m.:  Science Night  4th-6th children present their science experiments and conclusions.  Everyone is 
welcome.
     It’s Spring! Come to Open Visiting Days     Mondays through Thursdays  Come in at 8:30 a.m. to observe a lesson (or two!) in 
the classroom of your choice, and then meet with our Director Rise Richardson or with Curriculum Director, Wendy Davenport. Please 
call in advance to schedule. 978 249 3505.!
     On Tuesday April 24, for Biodiversity Day,  each class visits a local habitat and surveys the flora and fauna in that habitat.  One 
class will go to Lawrence Brook, another class to the Camp Caravan pond, and other classes will visit the woods.  The classes visit the 
same habitats each year and keep a log of the species of plants and animals that they find.  They record observations with drawings.  
Results are displayed. 
     Roots and Sprouts Parent Child Group  Wednesdays 10:15-11:30
In the Village School preschool classroom, followed by outdoor play
For caregivers and children 0-4.  Share a healthy snack, play, move, sing, and explore the preschool classroom.  Through May 2, 2018  

Monty Tech
Mary C. Barclay, Royalston Rep.
m-barclay@montytech.net 
Last chance to purchase tickets for the 31st 
annual Superintendent’s Dinner, which, this 
year, features a circus theme. The “Big Show” 
is Wednesday, April 11, beginning with a 5 
p.m. social hour. All proceeds benefit student 
scholarships and grants through the Monty 
Tech Foundation.

May 7-11, Monty Tech will host the central 
Mass. site for the statewide “Leading the Na-
tion” celebration of education. Student and 
teacher work from across central MA will 
be showcased, policy discussions held, and 
Monty Tech’s strengths highlighted. #Lead-
TheNation.

In response to the need for oil burner techni-
cians, Monty Tech has submitted a grant ap-
plication in the amount of $13,919 to start an 
evening training program through the School 
of Continuing Education.
 
Misson: Accomplished!  A group of 55 Monty 
Tech students and 20 adults traveled to Whar-
ton, Tex.  for “Operation: Restore Hope,” 
where they helped revive a community devas-
tated by Hurricane Harvey. The group raised 
its own funds, which, with donations of tools, 
travel expense grant and food, came in at over 
$120,000. The group was flown to Texas by 
the Marines, worked 12-hour days, and report 
they did, indeed, “Restore Hope.” Check out 
http://www.mcjrotc.net/photos.html for a re-
port on just how much can be accomplished 
by students who have the support of their 
families, school, and communities!

Local Scholarship Deadlines are fast approaching!
Royalston Academy Scolarships: Deadline April 16, 2018.  Forms are available 
through your high school guidance counselor, Royalston Library, or Kristen West c/o 
Royalston Academy Scholarship Committee, PO Box 35, Royalston, MA 01368. The 
Katherine Seymour Bullock Cole Memorial Scholarship (up to $1000) is available 
to graduating high school residents of Royalston going on to a higher education. The 
Judy Jenkins Musco Scholarship is available for Royalston residents interested in 
pursuing educational activities including college, home schooling, educational travel, 
and educational and literacy programs.

Ladies’ Benevolent Society Scholarships are available to all residents pursuing 
higher education.  Deadline April 17.  Applications are at local high schools and at the 
library.  Call Theresa Quinn for more information. 978-249-3819. 

  The Chet Hall Memorial 
Scholarship  is available to 
all residents pursuing 2 or 4 
year higher education as well 
as  certificate programs and 
other trade apprenticeships.  
Applications are available 
at local high schools and the 
library.  
photo:  Jenna, Jess and Ma-
rie sell pancake breakfast 
tickets at the recent fund-
raising breakfast. 

ELA MCAS DATES
4/2, 4/3, 4/5, 4/9, (4/10 - 4/12/18 MAKE-UP)
MATH MCAS DATES
4/24, 4/25, 4/26, 5/1, (5/3, 5/4, 5/7/18 MAKE-UP)
SCIENCE MCAS DATES
5/3 & 5/4/18 (5/7 MAKE UP)

4/3 - PTG Meeting @ 6:30 - 7:00PM
4/3 - Parent Focus Group Meeting with Superintendent Fernandes - 7:00 - 8:00pm 
*all parents welcome to join the group discussion
4/4 - 1/2 day, lunch served, noon release
4/6 -  SPRING FLING DANCE @ ARMS - 7:00 - 9:00PM
4/11 - School Committee Meeting @ 6:30pm
4/13 - RCS Students to MWCC for "Little Mermaid Jr." Play - 8:45 - 11:00am
4/13 - MOVIE NIGHT FOR GRADES - 5 - 8:00PM @ ARMS
4/16 - 4/20 - APRIL VACATION
4/24, 4/25, 4/26 - KINDERGARTEN SCREENING @ ACES
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Classifieds 
Services Available:
Saxophone/Clarinet/Piano/Contemporary Songwriting and 
Theory Lessons: Laura Ramsey.  Experience with students on 
ASD and learning disability.  $20/half hour session.  Call Laura 
774-272-0760 or email lramsey@alumni.berklee.edu

Piano and Guitar Lessons: Evan Foisy. $20 for a half hour ses-
sion. Call Evan 978-249-4250, or email evan55@comcast.net

Photography Services: Events, portraits, weddings, horse and 
dog shows, and commercial photos. Visit www.snowheronstudios.
com  Call at 978-249-8108 or 978-248-9454

2 barn stalls still available; access to large outdoor arena & 
proximity to Birch Hill Dam trails.$375. per month. Ideal jump-
ing off spot to join fall weekend rides. Lessons, consultation, 
horses for sale at Black Horse Farm in Royalston. Message Sue: 
(988)386.4540.

Laurie Truehart:  private wood carving lessons.  978-249-3291. 

Graphic digital artist. Websites, print materials - posters, flyers, 
brochures, business cards, etc... Also photo and slide scanning of-
fered. Barbara 508.364.3339 or brguiney@wildblue.net.

House cleaning.  4 hr - $60.00.  Royalston resident.  Call Fran:  
home  249-4596 or  cell  978- 895-0817.  

Affordable horseback riding lessons.  C + R Ranch on the Roy-
alston border in Winchendon.  All ages; beginner and up.  Call 
Cindy 978-894-5611

DTM Landscaping. spring cleanup, snowplowing. Call Theresa 
Gates 413-336-1850 or David Plourde 413-336-1593

Wanted: Cast iron radiators. Stephen Chase 978-249-0358

for sale: 
Pasture raised whole or half hogs.  2 left  for a processing date 
in June.  Fed grain, veggies from the valley, milk, baleage, and 
natural feed off pasture.  $2/ lb hanging weight plus processing 
fees to Adams farm.  Call Chet 978 249 2183. Also available 
spring piglets. Ready to go late May-June. 

Hay - Located in Royalston  -  square bales  delivery possible  
--  call Ann Vining Bedaw   603-357-3000 

Jarvenpaa Farm Eggs.  $2.50/dozen.  17 River Rd, So. Roy-
alston.  come by anytime.  Cooler at the bottom of the driveway 
next to road. 

Piglets:  Call John  978 894-5109 

Local poet Sharon Harmon’s newest autographed poetry 
chapbook, Wishbone in a Lightning Jar is for sale.  $10.00. Call 
978-249-3040. 

Wagner Professional grade paint sprayer. 3/8 HP piston pump, 
2,750 PSI.  Metal construction.  Includes tank, spray gun, 25 foot 
high pressure hose and 2 gal hopper.  Still in box, never opened. 
$60. Call Dan 978-249-6018.  Toro Power Shovel.  Great for 
walkways, sidewalks, decks, etc. $50. Call Dan 978-249-6018. 

Royalston Maple Syrup from  Divoll’s  sugar house. Prices 
pints $10, quarts $17, half gallons $30 and gallons $52.  Call 
John  978-894-5109

Sweetwater Sugar House at the LeRays has syrup available. 
Call 978-249-3464.

Nature books and prints.  Commissions accepted.  Call Gordon 
Morrison at 978-249-2947. 

Local, raw honey from Squier Davis Farm.  One pound jars 
$8.00  Cash preferred.  Call Deb/Joe Nunes at 978-249-4000.  

Hand-knitted  baby sweater sets, etc.  Call 978-249-4013.

15ft x 15ft EPDM 45 mil pond liner.  Brand new still in box.  
$125.00 or best offer.  Call Tom at 978-249-9633.

Mulch your garden -  Fertilize by the load or by the bag from 
Black Horse Farm (978) 249-9880, (413) 336-1263 or email   su-
zannagaits@gmail.com

Birch Knoll Farm  - Hay for sale,    Contact Helen at 978-249-
3163 or 774-239-5062
Firewood-   No more dry firewood.  Green firewood $195/ 170 cu feet. 
or  $380/340 cu feet.  Call Jim Putney.  978-249-3379.

                            

Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials
Full Breakfast

Royalston General Store
Mon - Wed 7am-7pm. Thur & Fri 7am - 8pm 

Sat 8am -8pm. Sun 9am - 6pm

978-249-9798

Subs • Pizza • Pasta• Beer • Wine
Liquor • Lottery • Groceries • Hardware

Eat In or Take Out



Page 10  Royalston Community Newsletter April 2018 

Garden Notes    March 22, 2018
As the (gardening) world turns……April weather in February; 
January weather in March.  All those early signs of spring I not-
ed last month are but dim memories.  Mud in the garden?  Who 
knows…I’d have to dig through eight inches of snow to find out.  
The roosters are more interested in keeping warm than entertain-
ing the hens.  The raccoon has not returned.  The sap run has all but 
disappeared, a trickle at best.  No sap has been collected in weeks.  
A meal of parsnips is but wishful thinking.  I still haven’t seen a 
robin.  The notion that I might be planting peas in three weeks is 
little more than wishful thinking.  

Seeds have arrived.  You gotta start somewhere.  There was a time, 
during a more inquisitive stage, when I’d experiment with different 
varieties.  Back then, there was a modest number to choose from.  
Now, seed catalogs have the heft of a telephone book, the choices 
seemingly growing exponentially from year to year.  For example, 
Johnny’s seed catalog offers 130 varieties of lettuce (that is not a 
misprint – 130 varieties of lettuce), 57 varieties of pumpkins, 21 
varieties of basil (basil for gosh sakes).  Now, like the old dog who 
cannot be taught new tricks, I rely on the same-old, same-old, try-
ing a new variety only when the prior one is no longer available.  I 
do plant a couple different types of most vegetables, primarily to 
extend the harvest period (for instance I grow a short-season corn, 
a mid-season corn, and a late-season corn).  On the other hand, a 
few lettuces, one pumpkin, and one basil are quite enough.

On the brighter side (and there are not many, at least in respect to 
gardening), the onions and leeks have germinated, bare-
ly, and it is difficult to imagine these one inch slivers 
of grass will evolve into substantial quantities of food.  
No sign yet of the peppers, parsley, and celery/celeriac 
planted a few days later, but they require substantially 
more heat and have been placed at appropriate sites on 
the woodstove (warm, not hot). Their time will come.  
That’s the thing about gardening:  in many respects it is 
utterly predictable, at least in respect to timing.  True, 
one cannot predict the presence, or absence, of insects 
and four-legged pests or, even more importantly, the impact of 
weather (one can address the matter of insects and four-legged 
pests; one is obliged to weather the weather), but I fully expect 
that the fifty-days to maturity bean I plant on June 1 will be ready 
to harvest on July 20.

Looking ahead (there is little to be gained by looking back), indoor 
seeding will continue:  in April, tomatoes, basil, an assortment of 
annual flowers, and the brassicas which require a long growing 
season; in May, the rest of the brassicas, more annual flowers, win-
ter squash, and corn, perhaps (I have not had much success with 
indoor planting of corn in recent years).  Outdoor activity?  I can-
not even venture a guess.
    
   Larry Siegel

Waiting at the Edge
I am winter-weary. The scene out our window is a study in mono-
chrome: grey squirrels, white snow, black and white juncos, rust-
colored branches, an occasional splash of blue jay. I search for any 
signs that the season is turning. It is a waiting time of year, here at 
the season’s edge.

In our part of the world the shift from winter to spring is often 
abrupt. I am surprised by how quickly the tightest buds become 
tiny green leaves and then full-blown foliage, casting deep shad-
ows and rustling in the breeze. How did that happen so fast? The 
squirrels, whose frantic search for dropped seeds has kept them 
close by our birdfeeders, will one day just vanish into the woods 
that surround us. How could I have missed their leaving? Some-
times I think we have skipped over spring and gone directly into 
summer. So, as I sit on the edge of these seasons, I begin to appre-
ciate the slowing down that comes with being in-between.

These late winter days provide a break from the chores of the sea-
son just passing and those of the season to come. Snow that falls 
during the night no longer needs shoveling. By mid-morning the 
sun’s warmth has cleared our path. The woodpile near the door 
needs less restocking as the late winter sun warms our home well 
into the afternoon. As I watch these tasks fade with the waning 
season I contemplate what is ahead. 

If winter is a relentless series of tasks that take dogged determina-
tion, spring is a frenzy of activity. Everything takes on a sudden 
urgency. Move the branches from the perennial beds. Check the 

soil –too wet? Too cool? Find the seed packets that ar-
rived in January. Fret over when to plant. Prepare for 
our yearly battle with black flies, mosquitoes, and ticks. 
The more I think about all this, the more I appreciate the 
peace of being in-between.

Often of late I find myself looking out our window at 
the snow, surprisingly deep for this time of year, and 
wishing it away. But now I wonder, what can I find to 

appreciate about this snow that is also on the edge? So, on my 
trips to the compost pile at the far end of the field I linger. This is a 
spring snow of blue-white crystals. It holds tracks left by countless 
animals who have crossed our field. The tracks are fading, but they 
hold mysteries that I can solve. Here is where a deer bedded down 
for the night. There is where a struggle took place between preda-
tor and prey.  This trough shows the ambling of a large porcupine 
who stopped at our peach trees for a snack before moving on. The 
snow that I am wishing away has a late-winter story of its own.

Tom often says that this is the perfect time of year, and I can see 
why. Here, at the edge of the season, there is a calm that comes 
with waiting. I am weary of this winter, yes. But I am also grateful 
for this moment of in-between calm. So, I watch and wait.

   Deb D’Amico
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The Royalston Community Newsletter is printed by:

Family Pet Mobile Veterinary Services
Sue Ellen Mowcomber DVM

Caring for your pet in the 
comfort of your home.

978-249-4626
www.familypetmobilevet.net

Renovations R Us
All Phases of Home Improvement

cell 508-425-0570
MA CS #62476   HIC # 115978

MA Lead Cert. #LR000324

Bob Leblanc, Royalston

Paul A. Montero, P.L.S.
Professional Land Surveyor

101 Northeast Fitzwilliam Rd - PO Box 20
Royalston, Massachusetts 01368

Telephone: (978) 249-5879

Cloutiers’  Pete & Henry’s
18 Main St. (Rt. 68) in South Royalston, MA 01368

Thu. 5-9; Fri. 5-10; Sat. 3-10; Sun. 1-8 p.m.
To-go; reservations; gift certificates 

978-249-9845 

Daisy Duke’s Country Salon
Waterville Plaza, 10 Main Street

Winchendon, MA
Hair, Nails, Tanning Services 

& Hydro Massage  
Hair Stylists

Lisa Martin & Emma LeGrand
Call for an appointment:

978-297-1200

Sam’s Canine Companions L.L.C.

Sherry A. Miner
71 Athol Road
PO Box 123
Royalston MA 01368
508-873-0629 call or text Professional all breed grooming 

and obedience training
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Newsletter Staff
Editor: Beth Gospodarek
Layout and Sponsorships: Stephen Chase
Circulation: Becky Divoll, Maureen Blasco
Treasurer: Maureen Blasco
Staff:  Theresa Quinn, Mary Barclay, Larry Siegel, Alexandra Krasowski

Submission deadline for May issue: April 22
   Please Contact Us 

To submit news, articles, ads, calendar notices, classifieds:
 E-mail:  chasegos2@gmail.com
 Mail:  PO Box 133, Royalston MA 01368
 Fax:  978-249-3572 (library)
 Phone: 978-249-0358 (newsletter)
 In person: Drop off at library
RCN reserves the right to edit and restrict all submissions. This 
Newsletter is mailed out free of charge to all Royalston house-
holds as a public service provided by the Friends of the Phine-
has S. Newton Library with support from the Performance 
Press, the Royalston Cultural Council, our sponsors and the 
entire community.

Out of Town Subscriptions
are available for $25/calendar year (10 issues)

by mailing a check to: Friends of the Phinehas S. Newton
 Library, PO Box 133, Royalston MA 01368

Royalston Resident
Star Route 80
Royalston MA 01368

The Royalston Community Newsletter
Friends of the Phinehas S. Newton Library
PO Box 133
Royalston MA 01368

Wildlife Sightings
On Sunday February 25 at 4 pm a bobcat was sauntering down 
Warwick Road past Carl Kamp and Alyce Mayo’s  house.   Alyce 
exclaims, “I saw it from our bedroom window; ran downstairs, 
found Carl and we watched as it headed into the woods across the 
road.  Unfortunately, it disappeared before we could take a photo.  
However, we are still excited about it!!”

Mary Barclay reports:r three does, and three yearlings.
were milling about on Athol Road during the storm of March 7 - 

As soon as the snow piles began to shrink in late March, skunk 
cabbage emerged in the wetlands near the trail head for Spirit Falls.  

This wildflow-
er’s survival 
plan involves 
blooming very 
early.  (It  can 
even melt the 
snow around 
it  as it grows.)
The extra stinky 
flowers attract 
the very few 
pollinators out 
in mudseason.  

When  
March gives 
you snow...
Make Snow 
People

Alice and Scott Daugherty were rushing the season by put-
ting their snow creation in a bikini.

Jason and Matty Richarson’s  snow people donned 
a traditional rakish hat and fringy scarf but acces-
sorized with a splashy pink purse.  


